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told* that she was so much struck by the solemnities at M. de Hanski's funeral—the lights, the songs, and the national costumes—that she decided to abjure the Protestant faith, and that in 1843 she took the veil. We may wonder however, whether tardy remorse for her deceit towards the dead man, who had treated her with kindness, had not its influence in causing this sudden religious enthusiasm, and whether the Sister in the Convent of the Visitation in Paris gave herself extra penance for her sins of connivance.
From Neufchatel, Madame Hanska sent Balzac her exact address ; and as he had really settled to go to Besancon in his search for inexpensive paper to enable him to carry out his grand scheme for an universal cheap library, it was settled that, travelling ostensibly for this purpose, he should go for a few days to Neufchatel, and meet Madame Hanska. He therefore wrote to Charles de Bernard, at [Besancon, to ask him to take a place for him in the diligence to Neufchatel, on September 25th, 1835; and it is easy to imagine his qualms of anxiety, and yet joyful excitement, when he left Paris on the 22nd, and started on his fateful journey. At Neufchatel, he went to
* " Balzac a Neufchatel/' by M. Bachelin.
11ve of the place, and Madame Hanska's confidante, the Villa Andrie', in the Faubourg, just opposite the H6tel du Faubourg, was secured for them. Mile Borel was a
